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REP. CONYERS 
TO RELINQUISH 
COMMITTEE POST 


Five days after the revelation 
that John Conyers, D-Mich., 
the House's longest-serv- 
ing lawmaker, had settled 

a complaint in 2015 bya 
former employee who had 
said she was fired because 
she rejected his sexual 
advances, the 88-year-old 
says he is stepping aside 

as the top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary Commit- 
tee. Nation, 2A 


Drug deaths climb 
in state, bay area 


Florida’s annual Medical 
Examiners Commission 
Drug Report shows that in 
2016, statewide deaths in 
which opioids were either 
present in the system or 
identified to be the cause of 
death jumped 35 percent 
from 2015 to 5,725, while 
cocaine-related deaths 
surged 57 percent to 2,882. 
Local, 1B 


Her rise to A-list 
began in our midst 


St. Pete Beach native and 
Florida State University 
alum Amy Seimetz, who 
boasts some impressive 
acting credits, talks about 
her journey to becoming 
writer and director for Starz’s 
The Girlfriend Experience, 
an anthology series based 
on Steven Soderbergh’s 
acclaimed film. Ete, 2B 


No need to panic 
for slumping Bolts 
Even after losing three of its 
past four and with frustra- 
tion growing, the Lightning 
still tops the NHL's Atlantic 
Division. Sports, 8C 
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Get up and go 


~ >a Itching for some- 
(u$ thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 
going on? Worry not. We 
give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 
com/things-to-do. 
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Gators go with the best available option in hiring 
Mississippi State’s coach and ex-Florida assistant. 


BY MATT BAKER 
Times Staff Writer 

The University of Florida 
couldn’t get the top college foot- 
ball coach on the market. Six 
days after the Gators flew to New 
Hampshire to meet with Chip 
Kelly, the former Oregon coach 
signed with UCLA. 

Florida couldn’t get the sec- 
ond-best coach on the market, 
either. UCF’s Scott Frost appar- 


ently wasn’t interested and is 
widely expected to head to his 
alma mater, Nebraska. 

So with the top two names off 
the board, the Gators found the 
best coach they could — mini- 
mizing the letdown of the big- 
gest hire of athletic director Scott 
Stricklin’s career. 

Mississippi State coach Dan 
Mullen. 

UF announced Sunday that 


the 45-year-old New Hamp- 
shire native and former Gators 
assistant will replace Jim McE]- 
wain and become the program’s 
27th head coach. Terms were not 
announced, but Mullen will be 
introduced in a 3 p.m. news con- 
ference today. 

“T strongly believe Dan is the 
most prepared candidate to have 
immediate and long-term suc- 
cess at the University of Florida,” 


Dan Mullen 
won two 
national 
titles in 
Gainesville 
as Urban 
Meyer’s 
offensive 
coordinator. 


Martin Fennelly’s analysis: 
Florida makes a solid choice to lay a foundation. Sports, 1¢ 


Stricklin said in a statement. 
Most prepared doesn’t mean a 

home-run hire, like Kelly or Frost 

would have been. It’s more like a 


solid double. 

But given the rest of the coach- 
ing carousel, a relatively safe hire 
» See GATORS, 13A 


Sadiki Bertin 
has struggled to 
survive since his 
early years in 
Congo. Finally in 
America, he still 
struggles — but 
holds onto hope. 


Sadiki Bertin ponders the future 
after learning three of his friends 
and their families were to be 
evicted from their apartments. 


PO 


Photos by CHARLIE KAIJO | Times 
Sadiki Bertin, center, watches television with his wife, Cecelia Kashindi Charlotte, left, and children Desire and 
Mary, and a niece, Jeanette Echa, 17. They are among about 250 Congolese refugees living in the Tampa Bay area. 


CHIEF 
OF A NEW 
VILLAGE 


BY PAUL GUZZO AND CHARLIE KAIJO ¢ Times Staff Writers 


TAMPA — As a boy, Sadiki Bertin watched his father, a village chief in the 


Democratic Republic of Congo, feed the hungry, find work for the unemployed 
and take in the homeless. 


gees. 


But when Bertin was 16, war decimated his village of Lulinda. His parents 
and 14 of his 15 siblings died in a massacre. 
He speaks little of his traumatic past. Instead, he is focused on his struggle 
to survive — not in central Africa, but in the United States, where his challenge 
is economic. He must find work to feed his family in a nation where his native 
tongue, Swahili, opens few doors. 
Bertin, 34, is among an estimated 250 Congolese refugees living in the 
Tampa Bay area. He arrived last year, as did 185 others who relocated through 
an Obama-era refugee expansion that was halted by the Trump administration. 
The Christian-majority DRC led Syria and all other nations in 2016 and 
through the first three quarters of 2017 as a country of origin among U.S. refu- 


Like Bertin, some came with big families and bigger aspirations, soon tem- 
pered by reality. » See REFUGEES, 6A 


Associated Press (2012) 
No alerts of Fancy Bear’s hacking attempts came from the FBI, 
whose headquarters building is shown here in Washington, D.C. 


Report: FBI silent as Russian 
hackers targeted U.S. officials 


The Associated Press says only a few were told 
the spy group Fancy Bear was after their emails. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The hack- 
ers’ targets included the former 
head of cybersecurity for the U.S. 
Air Force, an ex-director at the 
National Security Council and a 
former head of the Defense Intel- 


ligence Agency. 

All were caught up in a Rus- 
sian government-aligned cyber 
espionage campaign. None was 
warned by the FBI. 

The bureau repeatedly failed 
to alert targets of the Russian 


hacking group known as Fancy 
Bear despite knowing for more 
than a year that their personal 
emails were in the Kremlin’s 
sights, an Associated Press inves- 
tigation has found. 

“No one’s ever said to me, 
‘Hey, Joe, you’ve been targeted 
by this Russian group,” said for- 
mer Navy intelligence officer Joe 
» See REPORT, 6A 


New 
eyes 
on car 
thefts 


The deadly epidemic 
involving Pinellas 
youths is the focus 
of anational study. 


BY LISA GARTNER 
AND ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writers 


A national think tank has 
begun a sprawling study into 
Pinellas County’s juvenile 
auto theft epidemic, hoping to 
stop the problem before more 
teens die in stolen cars. 

The $85,000 research proj- 
ect, expected to culminate in 
policy recommendations for 
the Florida Legislature in Jan- 
uary, appears to be the first 
probe of its kind into this dan- 
gerous youth crime. 

“Were not just doing a 
study for the sake of doing a 
study,’ said Dewey Caruthers, 
president and CEO of the non- 
profit, nonpartisan Caruthers 
Institute. “This is about data- 
driven social change — policy 
change, culture change, sys- 
tems change.” 

Caruthers said his team 
began investigating why Pinel- 


las juveniles 
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from organizations such as the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, 
Florida Juvenile Justice Asso- 
ciation and National Juvenile 
Justice Network. 

Others on the team are 
studying communities around 
the country that have dealt 
with pervasive waves of youth 
crime, whether it be auto theft 
or another problem, such as 
vandalism. 

Researchers also plan to 
attend neighborhood asso- 
ciation meetings through- 
out Pinellas before holding a 
series of “convenings” to share 
results with local and state 
lawmakers, officials and activ- 
ists. 

“Although the best efforts 
have been made to address it, 
the (car theft) problem con- 
tinues,” said Joe Clark, a mem- 
ber of the institute’s board of 
trustees and former president 
of the Eckerd Family Founda- 
tion. “There should be some 
specific recommendations 
that can be implemented and 
put into place so that we can 
get a different outcome.” 

The institute decided to 


» See STUDY, 13A 


